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TABLE 1-3 Terminology: Differences Sometimes Found
Among Professionals Interested in Literacy

Reading Educational Medical
Educators LD Educators Psychologists Personnel
Might Say: Might Say: Might Say: Might Say:

Disabled Learning Disabled Learning
Reader/ Disabled/ Reader/ Disabled/
Reading Learning Reading Learning
Disability Disability Disability Disability
Basic terms Basic terms Currently, for Terms often
used for literacy used for learning many, replacing used
problems problems, the terms

including dyslexic/ Dyslexic/
Delayed reading dyslexia Dyslexia
Reader difficulties Terms often
Increasingly Learning used
replacing the Disabled Disabled/
term disabled Reader/ Learning Disabled
reader Reading Disability Reader/

Disability Some believe Reading
Struggling Sometimes same as Disability
or Striving equated with reading Terms
Reader learning disabled/ sometimes
Current synonym disabled/ reading used
for delayed/ learning disability
disabled reader disability;

sometimes Dyslexic/
Learning used instead Dyslexia
Disabled/ of dyslexic/ Sometimes,
Learning dyslexia terms still
Disability used
Many now Dyslexic/
believe same Dyslexia Garden-
as reading Sometimes, Variety Poor
disabled/ terms still used Readers
reading Believed to have
disability experientially

based literacy

Dyslexic/ problems and
Dyslexia to respond
Use of these more readily
terms often to instruction
avoided because than “disabled
of conflicting readers”

definitions
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